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 preface 


The tour was actually made by the author in the year

1850,'51,'52, and at my charges.





 
 [  ]  R.Cust 


 Travels in the Punjab

 [  ] 
 R.Cust 



 Tour in the Punjab, Bombay and Central India 







  



 Travels in the Punjab 







English Preface

It has often occurred to me, that our schools teach Geography

and History on wrong principles. Little boys count on their

fingers the name of the principal towns in Lancashire, and

enumerate the Roman Emperors, who are entirely ignorant of

the cheif towns of the Punjab or the Bombay  Presidency; they

know all about Marathon and Marston Moor, and nothing

about Plassy and Paniput; this is clearly wrong: they should be

taught the Geography and History of their own country: they

should form their ideas of cities from Delhi and Benares, of

mountains from the Himalaya and Vindya, and of  rivers from

the Gange and Jumna.

And what country can boast of cities so ancient and so royal:

such conquering rivers, such magnificiant mountain chains?

With a view of assisting the attainment of this knowledge, the

following work is published: it has no pretension to elegance of

style: it is the journal of a native of the Punjab, who early in

Bandah, 1854."























  
 



 




In 1854 I published at Delhi the first volume of these travels:

the edition was purchased by the Educational Department of

N.W.P. I now send forth a second edition,accompanied by the

second volume, which completes the work.

It was favourably noticed by the committee on Vernacular

Publications at Agra: it has the merit of being entirely origional;

the tour was actually  made  by the  author in the years

1850,'51,'52, and at my charges. The style of composition is

that of a well-educated man, who makes no pretence to be a







scholar according to the narrow views of the Hindoo, or

Mahomedan, schools, but who is one of the most intelligent

and apt of the Punjab native officials.                                                                                          

The copyright of this work is granted to the proprietor of the

Koh-i-Noor , Lahore, for the full term.    

R.N.C.

 Umritsur,  September, 1859.
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Praise and gratitude are due to that Sovereign Creator, through the fulfilment of whose

promise to provide for his creatures, all living beings receive support and existence, and

through whose wisdom and justice, the elements of discord are kept within bounds, and do

not jar or clash together. It is his commandment that "all should fulfil their promises"  , and

among the multitude of his benevolent directions, one is, "Do good as God has done good

to you" . Innumerable blessings also upon the wonderful Mohammad Mustafah, the last of

the prophets, through whose sage ordinances Justice has established her mansions in this

world, and through whose wise precepts, religious truths have be en divested of all

uncertainty and obscurity.

It is clear to the enlightened understanding of Her Most Gracious Majesty Victoria,  queen

of Great Britain and Ireland, that my forefathers have all along received support from and

had recourse to the long-existing British Crown, which has invar iably borne a friendly and

kindly feeling to, and desired the welfare of the Kings of this country. For instance His

August Majesty, George 4th transmitted to my paternal grand-uncle Ghazee-ood-een

Hayder, Khoold-Makan  (deceased) a letter and English horse, the said letter containing

various flattering and kindly expressions. In like manner, anoth er gracious letter was

received by my paternal uncle, Nuseerood-deen Hayder  from King William IV , which

was the source of great joy and hope to my family.







Whereas it behaves every prince or chief in Hindoostan, who shal l have been oppressed by

the Honourable E.I. Company, to bring his complaint before the Sovereign Power, and

whereas this applies more particularly to myself, whose ancestors have from ancient times

held intercourse and communication with the royal family of England, hence I state in brief

some particulars regarding myself.

The Honorable E.I. Company, having in late times oppressed and acted harshly towards me

who has always kept faith towards them, did, on the 7th February 1856, without previous

notice, introduce a large body of troops into my country and take possession of my ancestral

kingdom and my entire property and palaces.  Helpless I abandoned my fatherland and

arrived at Calcutta, and despatched my respected mother, my beloved and trust-worthy son

Mirza Wulee Ahud Bahadoor  and my dear brother Mirza Secunder Hushmut  , to

London, that they may approach your throne, and on my part pay their respects before your

Majesty.

Afterwards the Blue Book    relating to the affairs of Oudh having arrived in Hindoostan and

been translated into Persian, I found that certain servants of the E.I. Company, having

without any grounds, set forth that misrule and misgovernment prevailed in Oudh and cast

unfounded censure upon me and brought the same to the notice of the Most Noble, The

Marquis of Dalhousie  ,  Governor General of India in Council and the Honorable

Members of the Court of the Directors, had kindled this flame.  As from the divine favour,

and the justice of your Most Gracious Majesty, who has surpassed Naushervan    himself in

justice, I have a strong belief that I shall obtain redress and justice, I herewith forward for

your Majesty's gracious consideration printed a true and translated account of the real facts

by way of an answer to the statement in the Blue Book, along with this letter  , while other

books will be, in the usual way submitted before your Majesty's ministers and Houses of

Parliament. I humbly pray that your Majesty in Council will attentively peruse the same for

an hour. Not one of the numerous calumnies heeped [heaped] upon me by the Resident at

Lacknow    has any foundation in truth. The particulars regarding the cases of Raghoobeer

Singh  ,  Mohammud Hussun   and Kashee Parshad  ,  and the suspicion regarding the

entrance of an armed man in the Residency   , will be disclosed to your Majesty in Council

by reference to the third chapter of this book. No censure at al l can be attached to the Oudh







Government. More particularly, the entrance of an armed man was a great falsehood of the

sentry. There is no such Government in which unpremeditated violence and bloodshed do

not take place; for instances, the number of murders, wounds, dacoities, and cruel and

oppressive acts, which occur in the E.I. Company's territories are fully disclosed in the 7th

chapter  :  hence consistently with justice, no censure can be attached to me.

The object of the book submitted by me is two-fold. First to point out that solemn and

formal Treaties, in some of which it is stated that they have been ratified by oath of the

parties, have been repeatedly concluded between my ancestors and the E.I. Company and

in his minute of the 18th June 1855, paragraph 53   , Lord Dalhousie himself writes that,

"there never has existed a Treaty whose 'true meaning and intent ' was more free from doubt

than that which is now under consideration. In face of the admission of the binding nature

of the Treaty, the officers of the E.I. Company are now desirous of annulling the same,

without considering the disgrace that would attach to the British name by breaking a

contract. Neither I nor my predecessors have ever violated carry ing out the terms of

Treaties  . The 2nd point is to shew [show] that the statements regarding the oppression

and misgovernment of the people of Oudh are quite groundless. The city of Lucknow and

villages are all populated, cultivation is daily in the increase , while the revenue is the same as

it has been 55 years ago: this fact of itself proves that the ryots are not oppressed in Oudh

and that its revenue has not decreased. If Oudh be compared with its adjacent zillahs,

Cawnpore, Shahjehanpore, Furruckabad, Allahabad, which are withi n the Company's

territories, the cultivation of Oudh will be in every one found superior to that of those

zillahs.

At present I crave that your Majesty in Council will yourself take into consideration those

points; for although your Majesty's wise Ministers and the Members of the Houses of

Parliament are appointed for the administration of public affairs, yet the responsibility of

distributing justice to all the inhabitants of the British terri tories is upon your Majesty, and I

also pray that your Majesty in Council will intimate to your Ministers and the Members of

the Houses of parliament, to take into consideration my prayer, prevent the E.I. Company

from violating their own contracts, and direct them to act in co nformity to the Treaty

concluded in 1801, so that I may be preserved from violence and oppression, and attain my







rights  . 

If with reference to my answer (herewith forwarded) to the conjectural statements contained

in the Blue Book, it be necessary to put any further questions to me, I beg that those

questions may be transmitted to me through the said three persons  ,  that may submit my

answer thereto, and that with the receipt of my answer, the decision of my case may be

postponed by the British Parliament.

In conclusion, I pray for your Majesty's happiness and continued welfare and prosperity.

The 7th January, 1857
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